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Comprehension Questions

Please answer the questions in complete sentences in a notebook or a Google Document to
be printed.

Chapter 1

1. Describe the dog fight.

2. What did the old hound look like?

3. What could you tell from the paws?

4. What was his name?

5. Why did he let the hound go?

Chapter 2

1. Where does Billy live?

2. What happened because of his dog-wanting?

3. What did Billy’s dad buy him for hunting?

4. What did Billy trap?

5. What did Billy’s father allow him to do in the summer?

Chapter 3

1. What does Billy find in the Fishermen’s camp?

2. What does Billy save his money in?

3. How does Billy save the money?

4. Why is his grandfather surprised about the money?

5. What does his grandfather do?
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Chapter 4

1. Where does Billie have to go for the dogs?

2. How does Billie get to Tahlequah?

3. What and why does he buy things for family?

4. How do the kids treat Billie?

Chapter 5

1. Who was in charge at the depot?

2. How did Billy carry the pups home?

3. Why did Billy fight the freckle face boy?

4. What did the Marshall give Billy?

5. Why’d Billy think the lion wouldn’t hurt them?

Chapter 6

1. How did Billy pick the pups’ names?

2. How did Billy’s father know where he was?

3. What did Mama fix for the pups?

4. What was the cave called where Billy spent the night?

5. What was the black pipe at the school in town?

Chapter 7

1. What did Billy think of his Grandpa’s trapping idea?

2. What did Grandpa’s pet coon catch his hand in?

3. What did Mama think when Billy yelled about the coon?

4. Why can’t you sell coon skins in summer?

5. What did Billy think about the pups when they had talks?

Chapter 8

1. Why was Mama worried about Billy hunting?

2. What was the first trick the coon pulled on the hounds?

3. Which tree did the coon run up?

4. Why did Billy tell Papa it was important to chop the tree down?

Chapter 9

1. How did Grandpa keep the coon up the tree all night?



2. What traits did Grandpa say make a man?

3. What did Mama learn about coon?

4. Where did the dogs spend the night?

5. Why did Billy think the wind blew the tree down?

6. Did Papa have another explanation?

Chapter 10

1. Why did Billy go to the store on Saturdays?

2. Why did the hunters make fun of Billy’s hounds?

3. Who did Mama use to catch the chickens?

4. Why did Billy think Old Dan had drowned?

5. How did Old Dan get up in the tree?

Chapter 11

1. Why was it dangerous after the snow storm?

2. What happened when the dogs jumped the river?

3. What did Billy do when he couldn’t save Little Ann?

4. What did Billy learn from the lantern clanging?

5. Why didn’t Billy tell Mama?

Chapter 12

1. Why did Grandpa accept the bet with Rubin?

2. What and how much was the bet for?

3. What happened when the coon went up a tree?

Chapter 13

1. How did Little Ann know the coon was in the gate post?

2. Where was the ghost coon?

3. How did Billy feel about the ghost coon?

4. Why couldn’t Old Blue beat Old Dan?

5. How did Rainie react to his brother’s death?

Chapter 14

1. What kind of dogs could enter in the coon hunt?

2. Was Billy happy with his life?



3. What did his little sister want from the hunt?

4. What was the only thing wrong with Little Ann?

5. What did Grandpa keep secret from Grandma?

Chapter 15

1. Why wouldn’t Old Dan eat his food?

2. What did Billy think 2 screech owls meant?

3. What kind of dogs were at the hunt?

4. Why did Billy pick Little Ann for the beauty contest?

Chapter 16

1. Where did the hounds run the coon?

2. Why did Grandpa look funny drying by the fire?

3. Why was the judge worried with the coon in the river?

4. What surprised the judge?

Chapter 17

1. Why did the judge want to quit?

2. How did they get Little Ann to come to them?

3. Who led them to Grandpa?

4. What happened when they cut down the tree?

Chapter 18

1. What did the hunter say happened to the hounds?

2. Why did the dogs keep circling the tree?

3. What did Mr. Kyle call dog loyalty?

4. What did Mama do that night?

Chapter 19

1. How did Billy try to stop Old Dan’s bleeding?

2. How did Billy feel when his dogs died?

3. What was the miracle from the dogs?

Chapter 20

1. What did Billy see when he said good-bye to the dogs?

2. What did Papa think the red fern did?


