
Dear Students,

While you are vacationing or relaxing at home this summer, 
it is important to keep reading! Read whatever interests you… 
novels, articles, comics! Just be sure to read!

I have attached a list of books that are meant for your age. 
There is a short introduction to each one so that your interest 
might be peaked. You are welcome to choose ANY age 
appropriate book to read, but I thought it might be helpful to offer 
you some suggestions.

When you are done reading your book and before school 
begins, please choose a block from the Choice Board and do that 
writing activity. Bring it back to school with you on the first day.

Enjoy your summer break! You deserve it!

God bless,

Mrs. Lane



You have finished read 
the book, but the 

story has not ended. 
Write another chapter 
to this book as if you 
were the author to 
keep the story going.

Think about the main 
conflict in the book. 

Write the steps 
explaining how the 

problem was solved.  
Be sure to explain 

using details from the 
text.

Now that the book has 
ended, write a 

narrative journal entry 
as if you were the 

main character. What 
are they doing now? 

How are they feeling?

Think about a topic of 
interest of one of the 
characters. What do 
you want to know 
about this topic? 

Learn about it. Then 
write an explain what 

you learned.

Think about something 
important that the 

main character did in 
the story. Do you 

agree or disagree with 
their actions? Why? 

Explain.

The story has ended, 
but now it is time to 
rewrite the ending. 

Think of another way 
the story could have 
ended and rewrite the 
final chapter of the 

book.

Think about the main 
setting of the book 
that you just read. 

Explain how the setting 
played a part in the 

story.

Now that you have 
finished the book, 

Reflect on what you 
liked about it.  Write a 

letter to a friend 
persuading them to 

read the book.

Think about a big 
decision that the main 
character made in the 
book that you read. 
Do you agree or 
disagree with that 

decision? Why? Explain



My Side of the Mountain
by Jean Craighead George 

Tired of big-city life, Sam Gribley runs away to the 
Catskill Mountains to forge a life of his own. In this 
Newbery Honor book, Sam relates his adventures 
during the year he spends alone, including his 
struggle for survival, his dependence on nature, his 
animal friends, and his ultimate realization that he 
needs human companionship. Also recommended: 
On the Far Side of the Mountain.

The Cricket in Times Square
by George Selden, Garth Williams 
(illus.)
Business has not been good at the Bellini's 
newspaper stand in the Times Square subway 
station. Tucker the mouse, who lives in a 
drainpipe near the newsstand, wishes he could 
help. One night, Mario Bellini hears a beautiful 
sound -- it is Chester, a cricket from 
Connecticut who has been accidentally 
brought to New York City and plays music with 
his wings. After Mario convinces his parents to 
let him keep Chester, Tucker, his friend Harry 
the cat, and the cricket come up with a plan to 
help the Bellinis keep their newsstand: Chester 
can give concerts!

Earthquake Terror

by Peg Kehret

When an earthquake hits the isolated island in 
northern California where his family has been 
camping, 12-year-old Jonathan Palmer must 
find a way to keep himself, his partially 
paralyzed younger sister, and their dog alive 
until help arrives.

Fudge-a-Mania  by Judy Blume

Peter Hatcher's summer is not looking good. First 
of all, Peter's brother, Fudge -- the five-year-old 
human hurricane -- has a plan: to marry Peter's 
sworn enemy, Sheila Tubman. Disgusting! Could 
anything be worse? Yes. Peter's parents have 
decided to rent a summer house next door to the 
Tubmans. Which means Peter will be stuck with 
Fudge and Sheila the Cootie Queen for three 
whole weeks! Will Peter be able to survive the 
summer? It may not be the vacation of Peter's 
dreams, but as millions of Judy Blume fans know, 
it won't be dull. When Fudge is around, anything 
can happen ... and does! 

The Indian in the Cupboard

by Lynne Reid Banks, Brock Cole (illus.)

The first book in this bestselling series begins with young Omri 
receiving an old family wooden medicine cupboard as a birthday gift. 
Given to him by his mother in order to house his plastic toy soldiers, the 
cupboard has a magical power: It can bring Omri's toys to life. When his 
toy Indian comes alive and befriends him, Omri finds himself involved in 
all kinds of adventure and excitement.

Jacob Two-Two Meets the Hooded Fang

by Mordecai Richler, Fritz Wegner (illus.)

Jacob Two-Two says everything twice. But the grocer thinks Jacob's being 
rude when he asks for something twice, and before he knows it, Jacob has 
been arrested and whisked away to Slimer's Isle. How Jacob outsmarts the 
jailer and saves the children of Slimer's Isle makes for outrageously funny 
reading.

The Mouse and the Motorcycle

by Beverly Cleary, Louis Darling (illus.)

Ralph the mouse is terrified. All he had wanted to do was ride the 
little motorcycle someone had left on the table. Instead, both 
Ralph and the motorcycle have taken a terrible fall -- right into 
the bottom of the wastepaper basket. He is trapped, left to wait 
for whatever fate has in store for him. But it turns out to be 
Ralph's lucky day. Along comes Keith, the owner of the toy 
motorcycle, who is staying with his family in the hotel room where 
Ralph lives. Not only does Keith save Ralph's life, but he teaches 
him how to ride the bike. And when everyone is asleep, he turns 
Ralph loose in the hotel halls to enjoy the biking adventure of his 
life. But adventures can be both fun and trouble...as Ralph and 
Keith soon find out! Also recommended: Ralph S. Mouse and 
Runaway Ralph.

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH
by Robert C. O'Brien, Zena Bernstein (illus.)

Mrs. Frisby, a widowed mouse with four small 
children, is faced with a terrible problem. She must 
move her family to their summer quarters immediately 
or face almost certain death. But her youngest son, 
Timothy, lies ill with pneumonia and must not be 
moved. Fortunately, she encounters the rats of NIMH, 
an extraordinary breed of highly intelligent creatures, 
who come up with a brilliant solution to her dilemma. 
And Mrs. Frisby in turn renders them a great service.

Native American Doctor, The Story of 
Susan LaFlesche Picotte
by Jeri Ferris

This is the inspiring biography of the young 
Omaha Indian woman who became the first 
Native American woman to graduate from 
medical school.

My Teacher Is an Alien
by Bruce Coville, Mike Wimmer (illus.)

Susan can tell that her new substitute teacher is 
really weird. She doesn't know how weird until 
she catches him peeling off his face -- and 
realizes Mr. Smith is really an alien! Now it's up 
to Susan and her friends to get rid of the 
extraterrestrial visitor.

https://www.educationworld.com/summer_reading/4th_grade.shtml

The One and Only Ivan by Katherine 
Applegate
Having spent twenty-seven years behind the 
glass walls of his enclosure in a shopping mall, 
Ivan has grown accustomed to humans 
watching him. He hardly ever thinks about his 
life in the jungle. Instead, Ivan occupies himself 
with television, his friends Stella and Bob, and 
painting. But when he meets Ruby, a baby 
elephant taken from the wild, he is forced to see 
their home, and his art, through new eyes.

The Indian in the Cupboard
by Lynne Reid Banks, Brock Cole 

The first book in this bestselling series begins 
with young Omri receiving an old family 
wooden medicine cupboard as a birthday gift. 
Given to him by his mother in order to house 
his plastic toy soldiers, the cupboard has a 
magical power: It can bring Omri's toys to life. 
When his toy Indian comes alive and befriends 
him, Omri finds himself involved in all kinds of 
adventure and excitement.
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